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not be tendered for transportation without insurance,
Next, ships of an aerial transportation line, like steamships, and railway trains, must be fairly sure of setting out on a given schedule, and of accomplishing the voyage in a reasonably close approximation to the time advertised beforehand. It is clear that great uncertainty of departure and of time of arrival would constitute a handicap against the enterprise in competition with more stable modes of transportation.
These objections, sure to hold in the long run, might not apply sharply to an aerial line as long as the novelty remained. For the unusual experience of a trip in the air passengers might offer themselves and be willing to pay much higher rates of fare than they would have to pay upon competing lines. Some business cf this character has been done in Germany, where the Zeppelin airship has carried a considerable number of passengers on short voyages at rates of fare which must be regarded as fanciful from the purely commercial standpoint.
One great obstacle to the commercial employment of a motor-balloon is the impossibility of taking a large ship of this character out of her shelter house without incurring serious risk of disaster, if the maneuver be attempted at any other time than in a period of light winds or